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SCENE #1

LULU
Shhhh! All of you! Danny must marry 
Natalie. She’s strong and tough, 
like a prizefighter. She’s the only 
one who can keep him in line. We 
have to make it happen.

CONNIE
He’s off his meds, Mama! We’re 
powerless. 

LULU
I escaped Fidel Castro on a child’s 
rubber raft. I beat off a killer 
shark with an old piano leg. We can 
do this! 

ALBERTO
You know, Lulu, my grandfather came 
all the way from Havana on a 
surfboard.

LULU
Ha! If only God would have blessed 
me with a surfboard! After the 
shark ate my raft, all I had was 
the piano leg, three hairpins, and 
my wits.

ALBERTO
You must have been a good swimmer.

LULU
Swimmer? I couldn’t swim a stroke! 
I dog-paddled the whole way to 
Miami. With cramps!

CONNIE
Please. She came here on Meyer 
Lansky’s yacht!

LULU
That’s a lie! Your father told that 
story to impress his mafia friends! 
I was in the water for six days and-
-

ROBERT
Hello! I’m right here!

LULU



SCENE #2 

 (CONT’D)

LULU
I’m going up there. 

CONNIE
Suit yourself. 

LULU
(in Spanish, subtitles)

Jesús acompáñame arriba de las 
escaleras.

ALBERTO
(in Spanish, subtitles)

Vaya con Dios, noble señora.

They follow her out into the front room and watch as she 
climbs the stairs. She reaches the bathroom door.

LULU
(in Spanish, subtitles)

Mijito.

DANNY (O.S.)
(in Spanish, subtitles)

¿Qué quieres vieja? ¡Yo no soy tu 
"mijito"! ¡Yo se realmente lo que 
tu sientes por mi!

LULU
(Spanish, subtitles)

¿Que siento por ti de verdad? Lo 
único que siento por ti en mi 
corazón es amor. Tu eres mi 
corazón. Mi único corazón.

She starts to weep.

DANNY (O.S.)
(Spanish, subtitles)

Yo no soy tu corazón. ¡Tu tienes 
corazón de piedra! ¡A ti sólo te 
importa tu misma y tus telenovelas! 
¡Tu eres una vieja solitaria que 
vive con una hija que te detesta!
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LULU
(Spanish, subtitles)

¡Danny eso no es verdad! ¡Por 
favor! 

Lulu clutches at her heart, in pain. Everyone runs up the 
stairs to help her. They lead her down the steps to the 
couch. Alberto runs for a glass of water. Connie fans Lulu 
with a magazine.

LULU (CONT’D)
I think I’m having a heart attack.

CONNIE
No you’re not. The last time you 
thought you were having a heart 
attack, the doctor said you were 
fine. 

LULU
This time is different. 

CONNIE
That’s what you said the last time. 
Or was it the time before?  

LULU
That doctor didn’t do enough tests!

CONNIE
There weren’t anymore tests to do! 
You had an EKG, a stress test, an 
MRI, an X-ray--everything.

LULU
We’ll go back this week. To another 
heart specialist. 

CONNIE
There aren’t any more specialists. 
You’ve seen every single one in 
Miami.

LULU
Then I’ll go to Miami Beach.

CONNIE
Well I’m not going to take you.

LULU
I’ll take the bus. If I die on the 
bus, at least I’ll be with people 
who care about me more than my 
family.
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