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FADE IN:

EXT. ESTABLISHING SHOT - ROBERT’S HOUSE - MORNING

Florida home. Lush. Palm trees. Gated. Quiet.

EXT. SCREENED-IN POOL PATIO - CONTINUOUS

A leaf floats in an empty pool. 

A lone lizard runs up the screen. 

The leaves on the tall trees slightly sway.

INT. KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

ROBERT, 53, bald, Jewish, is preparing coffee.  

ALBERTO, 45, handsome, quirky, enters and goes to the 
cupboard for a glass. He gets ice from the front of the 
fridge. 

ALBERTO
(off of the ice machine)

Oh God! The noise!

ROBERT
Maybe it’s the five scotches you 
had last night. 

Alberto proceeds to make himself a bloody Mary.

ALBERTO
Actually I had six. Scotch was the 
only way to survive. 

ROBERT
Thanks so much for your support. 

ALBERTO
What did you want me to do? 

ROBERT
I don’t know. Talk to Natalie’s 
family? Be gracious. Help me. 

ALBERTO
Oh please stop the whining. It 
hurts. 

ALBERTO 



ROBERT
You know what hurts? When your 
husband sits at your son’s 
rehearsal dinner like a drunken 
fool. 

ALBERTO
We weren’t guests at a rehearsal 
dinner, we were hostages at a 
terrorist takeover. I coped the way 
I know how.

ROBERT
You said you weren’t going to 
drink.  

ALBERTO
I lied.

ROBERT
Why? Why did you lie to me?

ALBERTO
(in pain)

Ah! Whining!

ROBERT
Why can’t you just do what you say 
you’re going to do? 

ALBERTO
(more pain)

More whining!

ROBERT
After this wedding, I want to talk 
about our future.

ALBERTO
Oh please. I prefer the whining to 
the “future talk.”

ROBERT
I’m not happy.

ALBERTO
You’re never happy.

ROBERT
What do you mean?

ALBERTO
You’re an unhappy person. 
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ROBERT
I am not.

ALBERTO
I don’t think you’re capable of 
being happy. 

ROBERT
That’s ridiculous.

ALBERTO
You’re pathologically unhappy. 

ROBERT
(unhappy)

I am happy.

Alberto takes him by the arm and pulls him into the front 
room, in front of a huge five foot tall photograph of a 
crying child that sits on the mantle over the fireplace. 

ALBERTO
What happy person has something 
like that over their mantle? 

ROBERT
That’s the work of a very 
accomplished artist and I hardly 
expect you to understand the 
meaning.

ALBERTO
The meaning besides the kid being 
really pissed off and unhappy? Like 
you?

ROBERT
I don’t have time for this now. 
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